infection status performed adhesive cellotape anal swap were performed for total 754 children of three primary schools (Geoje, Myeongsa and Yeoncho) and kindergarten in Geoje island in September, 2002 . Examination was done once in the morning. Educational facilities of three schools were similar to each other and the number of student of Myeongsa primary school was the smallest, compared with those of other two shcools. The result of examination showed that total egg positive rate was 9.8% (74/754) ( Table 1) . Myeongsa showed the highest positive rate (12.6%), followed by Geoje (9.8%) and Yeoncho (9.1%) (p > 0.05). Total egg positive rate of male was 10.8%, which was slightly higher than that of female (8.7%), however, the difference was not significant (p > 0.05). Egg positive rate of the 2nd grade was the highest (15.3%) and the 5th grade student was the lowest (2.6%) (p < 0.01) ( Table 2) . We found that the egg positive rate decreased as the grade moved up in agreement with the reports of Lee et al. (2001) and Kim et al. (2001) . The 6th grade females revealed high egg positive rate (10.9%) but it seems to difficult to interpret this result because of small number of examined students (p > 0.05). Egg positive rates of male and female in kindergarten of Yeoncho were 7.1% and 12.5%, respectively.
In the present study we confirmed that the infection rate of E. vermicularis of primary school children of Geoje island was not greatly different from that of entire country. In our previous study, we pointed out that the number of students per class might influence egg positive rate of E. vermicularis (Kim et al., 2001) . In the present study, however, the school showing the highest positive rate was Myeongsa which has the lowest number of students per class. Therefore, these results led us to conclude that other factors could affect egg positive rate, besides the number of students per class. Treatment of the positive and their family was performed with the support of Public Health Center of Geoje island. Nevertheless, complete eradication of enterobiasis has been found to be difficult and reinfection is frequent (Yang et al., 1997) . Kim et al. (1991) suggested that mass screening and medication is effective for eradication of enterobiasis. Therefore, periodic examination together with adequate medication will be helpful to reduce enterobiasis of primary school children. 
